CHAPTER XV
THE BALKAN COUNTRIES
YUGOSLAVIA
YUGOSLAVIA (no longer officially termed the Kingdom of the
Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes) was formed by the union with Serbia of
various communities of Southern Slavs. To the former Kingdom of
Serbia has been added Montenegro, likewise an independent State ;
Croatia, Slavonia, the Backa, and the western part of the Banat
taken from Hungary; Bosnia, Hercegovina, Dalmatia, and Slovenia
(the greater part of Carniola, and the southernmost portions of
Carinthia and Styria), which belonged to Austria ; and some of the
western districts of Bulgaria. The new State is therefore founded
on an ethnic basis, but the ethnic consciousness to which it owes
its existence is of recent date and has yet to stand the test of time.
Physically, Yugoslavia belongs to several very different regions.
The Backa, the Banat, and the greater part of Croatia and Slavonia
fall within the Hungarian plain, Slovenia forms part of the Alpine
zone. Dalmatia, Hercegovina, and Montenegro, together with the
western parts of Croatia and Bosnia, are traversed by the Dinaric t
ranges and have a karst topography. Serbia and the eastern parts
of Bosnia belong, in the main, to the mountainous region of the
Thrace-Macedonian massif. In the north the climate is typically
Central European in type, but in the south it is somewhat modified
by the proximity of, the sea, while along the Adriatic coast some of
the characteristics of the Mediterranean type are to be noted,
The physical structure and climate of the country afford the best
basis upon which to divide it into natural regions. But it must be
remembered, that, previous to the Balkan wars (1912-13), the
region which now forms Yugoslavia was divided up among no less
than she different states, and that the present economic development
of its different parts has been much affected by their past history
and cultural relatioas. The geographical factor is, therefore, not
the only one to be considered in estimating the economic position
of the various natural regions into which Yugoslavia may foe
divided.
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